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LINN^US AND AMERICAN BOTANY "^ 

I HAVE been asked to make a short ad- 
dress to you on Linnseus and his relation 
to North American botany. That the selec- 
tion fell on me was not because I was the 
most able one to deliver such an address, 
for there are many abler men present, but 
simply because I was bom in the same 
country as Linnaeus. In fact, my grand- 
father came from the same province of 
Smaland and even from a parish adjoining 
that of Stenbrohult, in which my illustri- 
ous countryman was born. 

In the early part of the seventeenth cen- 
tury there lived in Jonsboda, Smaland, 
Sweden, a farmer named Ingemar Svenson. 
He had three children, two sons and one 
daughter, the grandmother of Linnaeus. 
On the Jonsboda farm stood a very large 
linden tree, so old and with so many tradi- 
tions that it was regarded by the people 
as a holy tree. Any damage done to this 
tree, it was claimed, would surely bring 
misfortune upon the head of the perpetra- 
tor. When the two sons began to study 
for the ministry, it was natural that they 
should think of this tree in selecting a fam- 
ily name. They called themselves Tili- 
ander; TUia is the Latin for the linden or 
basswood, and andros the Greek for man. 
It may not be amiss to state that at that 

* Address delivered at the New York Botanical 
Garden, May 23, 1907, by Per Axel Ryd'oerg, on 
the commemoration of the two-hundredth anni- 
versary of the birth of Linn»U9 by the New York 
Academy of Sciences. 



